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of the Imperial Court, and that he must abide by its wishes.
This led to bitter words between them. Prince and Princess Chun were summoned to recall their son to a proper notion of his duty. But the Princess took her boy's part, with the result that a serious breach occurred between her and the Empress. A few days later she died, and it was rumoured that she had committed suicide.
The boy Emperor, who is now sixteen, is said to be looking for an opportunity to assert -his authority against that of the Dowager-Empress. It will be interesting to see what further part he takes in the history of his country, and if he ever attempts to upset the existing Republic, and to restore the great Empire of which he was the figure-head for such a brief spell after the death of Tse Hsi.120                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
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